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7 Serbia was left in possession of Macedonia
sz mﬁ rk arlhuue north of the Greek frontier and west of
‘_Edu‘ﬂ“,_lthc Rhodopian Mountains, while Greece
pushed her frontier across the Struma,
| taking the districts of Tirama and Kavala,
which Venizelos had been willing to con-
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not only our bit, but our best.

That is the sort of hard truth that every
soldier at the front knows by years of hard
cxperience. Does il discolirage the goldier
at the [vont!

peace, any old peace, provided it comes
quickly? About as pood an answer as we

lhave seen is quoted by Senator Kenyon |
from the lips of a Scot, a lieutenant in the |
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peace set forth by President Wilson in his
address of Tuesday contains the very im-
portant demand of free access to the sea
for Serbia. This raises one of the most
complex and interesting problems of the
whole p}oposed European settlement, The
Tribupe has already set forth the larger
aspect of the question, pointing out that
the restoration of Serbia, Rumania and
Montenegro automatically destroys Ger-
raan Mitteleuropa by interposing a barvier
from the Black to the Adriatic Sea be-
tween Bulgaria and Turkey on the south
urd Austria and Germany on the north.
But the Balkan aspect of_the problem is |
not less interesting.

mate demands for a free oullet recognized
Serbia will make concessiona to Bul-
garia, and that Bulgaria, having her title
confirmed to much of Macedonia, will turn
her attention to self-development and
abandon her alliance with the Central
!Pmrers. which has made her the disturb-
;’ing clement in the Balkans from 1912
lonward.

the fatal peviod in 19013, when he whs
iricked and deceived by Ferdinand of Bul-
zaria and Constantine of Greece into sacri-
ficing Serbia and ruining Allied prospects
in the Balkans, was steadily based upon

To understand the question it is neces-
sary to go back to the conditions under
which the First Balkan War was fought,
i 1912, Prior to this war and in prepara-
tion for it Bulgaria and Serbia signed a
treaty of partition, by which Bulgaria re-
signed her claims to all of Macedonia novth
S0 west afisstresdamns fromotheninter | external pressurc was sound in thesry and
section of the old Serbian. Bulgar and ;

Turkish frontiers to Lake Ochrida. Serbia

under this agrecment was to have Uskub, | situation which proved insurmountable in
Prisrend and all of the Plain of Kossovo.

1915 was that the Czar of Bulgaria had
Bulgaria was to haye Monastir and the!solcl out his country te the Austro-Ger-
Valley of the Vardar from Kuprili F“mth_-mans. while all Bulgarians were deter-
ward. In addition, Serbia and Greece ne- mined to regain those territovies ‘they he-
gotiated an agreement by which Albanial‘]iel.ed tanbe Hilzarsand hed dosk in dhe
was to be divided between the tivo states| Second Balkan War.
on a line roughly following the Skumbi TE e
River, from the Adriatic to Lake Ochrida.icha“ga in the situation in Bulgaria by
Had these two agreements been carried out \which the Austro-German influence could

tiiere would have heen no Second Balkan { be upset and the Bulgarian people consent
War;

Serbia would have had direct ac-|
cess to the seu, with Durazzo as a port,

the hope of restoring the Balkan League,
iwhich defeated Turkey in 1812 and broke
ldown as a result of the Conference of
| London in the following year. Sir Ed-
ward Grey's conviction that the Balkan

states, to exist, must have a common basis
of agreement and a common unily against

has been adopted, ont may conjecture, by
President Wilson. The difficulty with the

possible to conceive of some

|t join with the other Balkan peoples in a
fair settlement of the ave-long jealousies’
Wwhile most of Macedonia would have fallen and rivalries. then President Wilson's pro-
posal might bear fruit; but there is no

| present indication that the Bulgarian goy-

to Bulgaria.

In the course of the war Serbia's troops
occupied not only the portion of Mace-
aszsigned to but also that
v-hich had been assigned to Bulgaria. This

ernment or Czar is ready to listen to rea-

her, ' sonable proposals. On the contrary, Bul-

donia

{garia claims now all the seacoast of Ru-

safety—for if disstisfaction e | ment fatal to Allied prospects in the!
INE

Sir Edward Grey's diplomacy during all |

A Declsive Victory

| tribute o {he women who have fought so
|

{of real national progress. It registers the
i first national adyvance won by democracy
in: America ay a consequence of the war.

It is the fruition of lone effort, of pro-
{longed sacpifice and labor by s distin-
auithed line of devoled women. Yet we
shauld he blind to tie Tovees of the crowde |
hovrs in which we live did wa not pov
eeive that it is 1o the ferment of a world
| war, to the revaluation of men and wom-
en, of theiv abilities, their courage, their
worth as plain individuale, that this vast
change is now due, The: stress and
strain of a few extraordinary years have
demonstrated faets to the undoing of
prejudices based on generations of tradi-
tion and habit,

The achievement of ‘a two-thirds vote in
the House seems a miracle in view of the
[ apposition which heretofore existed, To a
great extent it vepresents a genuine ve-
versal of judgment
ljudgment which carried this state for suf-

frage last November. To a lesser extent
| it is a simple acceptance of the fact that
| the nation's decision has been made. Suf-
frage was unquestionably coming. Every
| political parly supported it. At the last
| Presidential election every candidate for
President was an avowed suffragist, The
enly question remaining was how soon the
nation as a nation would aot,

The House has now spoken. We hope
| that the Scnate will show an equal spirit
of progress and forvesight. The nation
I neecds the vourage and wisdom of its wom-
:en as never hefore. May we enter upon

the crueial years aliead with the full
strength of our women pressing forward
shoulder to shoulder with our men!

Untimely Optimism

It is natural that Secretary Baker

— : :
'8 3 | 1 o 1 |
partisan politics. We must, each of us,do lartillery and machine guns, aulomalic |

rifles and small arms--have been provided
by manufacture or purchage for every sol-
dier in I'rance and ave available for every
soldier who can he gotten to I'rance in

Does it make him waver | 1918, he must mean that the War De-
and turn hopeless and cluteh at any straw | partment has purchased such arms in
of peace, as the imagined war, seen from [large part from I.]_m French—a wise and
a distance of 3,000 miles, makes our weak- |necessary arrangement under the cirenm-
kneed Americans turn pale and long for |stances, but one which does not by any

means argue & high state of mfliiul',\':
preparation on our part.

It would be better to face more frankly
the fact that we cannot give the Frem'h!
and British decisive assistance at the front
in 1918. We shall do the best we can. The
French and British governments know
what we can do. Mo does the German gov- |
ernment.  But the T'rench and British |
publies ought to know as well, so that they
not suffer a hitter disillusionment. |
And onr own people should know, too, so'
that they will not retax for a4 moment that
high pressure which is needed to keep our
machinery of preparation working st top

The passage of the suffrage amendment |speed. We have o overcome the handi- |
|‘ by the House, amid stirring scenes of |cap of a late start. But for that very rea- |

son let us avoid covering over our defi-

long and hard for the ballot, is a signpost leiencies—either from ourselves or from

othera. Tf we do our utmost we shall ar-
rive on the bhatile line in time.

When Wars Wil Cease |

|Only When Conditions That Give

the same reverzal af

| should continue, for until that time arrives

should lean toward optimism in his de-

serviption of the work accomplished by the

War Department. 1L is his own work,

and its sufficiency has been sharply chal-|

lenged in testimony reeently given hefore
the Senate Committee on Military Afairs,
The Secretary speaks in his own defence.
Some allowance must be made for an
eagerness to agsure the world that our

military preparation is more wdvanced |

than numerous less optimistic observers
have believerd it to be. y

In a life and denth matter like making
war it 35 dangerous o be oversanpuiie.
It is bad pelicy just at present for our
governmenl to say anything which will
raise false hopes either here or ubroad.
We should earcfully aveid making vose-
coloved statements about ouy
veadiness which will excite complacency

was merely according to military agree-
But when the war was interrupted
by the Conference of London, called by the
Great Powers to settle the Balkan struggle,
the first condition laid down there by both
Austria and Italy, backed by Germany, was
that Serbia should not be permitted to
have a scacoast, the reason being that
Austria held Serbia in complete economic
sttheervience and was unw}ll.ing that the
little state should obtain economic inde-
pendence by having an outlet to the sea.

[taly, on the other hand, was unwilling
that the Greeks should come north to Va-
lena and cecupy Southern Albania, which
Tialian policy had marked for the Savoy
ronarchy when

nent,

Turlkey should disin-
tegrate.

Unhapnily fur the fature, Sir Edward
Grey al London accepted the Austro-Ital
itn proposal, and agreed to the creation
tf the independent state of Albanija, which
was at all times a physical, racial and re.
ligious impossibility and was bound to be
only a catspaw of Austria and a source
of future discord.

1 denying Serbia avcess to the sea Sir
Ldward Grey destroyed the Balkan Al
liance, because vielding to the
n the matter of
Novthern Albania, demanded as compen-
gation for her sacrifice a

Serbia,
wandate of the Powers i

Il the Macedonian
tervitories which she had occupied west
of the Vardar River, including Monastir,
and insisted that if she were not to be
permitted to have direct aceess to the HeA
she chould have a railroad routé on her
uwin territory to the' Greek fréntier and
special rights at Salonica,
which would thus give her economie inde-
pendence of Austria.

Bulgaria, under the influence of Austria,

commercial

vefused to muke these concesgions in Mace- |

conia and prepared to conquer Macedonia

from Serbia. Thereupon Serbia made an

alliance both with Greece and with Ru-

manig, and these three states togethar

fought against the Bulgar in the Second

Bl'llkln War and defeated him utterly.
4

u

W

cmania, all of Macedonia, the eastern half
of Serbia, including the Morava and Var-
dar rvivers; the Drama and Kavala dis-
'tricts of Greece—and her ambition still
her toward Salonica amd the Al-
banian coast of the Adriatic. -

Therefore there is no immediate pros-
pect that President Wilson's propozal will
bear fruit in the Balkans; but it is well to
| recognize that in demanding that Serbia

leads

{ shall have a seacoast he has turned back
Ito the conditions of 1912 and he has re-
;opened a «discussion on the only possible
| basis by which a settlement can be made

which will give Serbia that outiet to the

sea to which she is entitled and without

which she can have no economic freedom,

und which also recognizes some portion of
[the Bulgariau aspirations in Macedonia.
| 1% would be unwise to believe that Mr.
i\\'ilﬂon';a propozal is either a panacea or
|Lrings a promise of an immediate solu-
| tion, but on the whole it seems fair lo say
 that it brings the whoele discussion back
;tu the point to which it must return be-

fere there can be a settlement—a point
|at which it stood when Sir BEdward Grey
|at the Conference of London permitted
| himself to be duped and conzented to the
|creation of the preposterous Albanian

state and thus to the destruction of the
| Balkan League, :
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Asbestos Truths

For an all-round spatement of what
‘every Americun ought Yo know and think
and teel we commend the speech of Sen-
ator Kenyon, recently returned from a trip
|over the French front. [t beaps all the
marks of hard fact as distinguished from
| hazy hopes and distant'dreams. Would
that all of our national legislators and of-
| ficials could thus visit the trenches and
[look the war in the eye!
Senator Kenvon—like every one else who
| has seen the works of the Boche at close
rvange—has no illusions of an early and easy
peace. We must send 3,000,000 men to the
front. We must build 10.000 aeroplanes.
e must vepulse the idea of a patched-up
peace for just what it is, a German trick,
We must stop quarrelling. We must drop

among our own people or give the French,
British and Ttalian publics & wrong im-
pression of what we have done and what
we ean do within the next half year ov
20 to help them.

From this point of view it is vegretta-
ble that Mr. Baker should have made a
point-blank statemont like this: “A sub-
stantial army is already in France, where

both men and officers have heen addi-
tionally and specially trained and are
ready for active serviee.”

What is a “substantial army”? We

may have in Frunce what might be de-
seribed as a ‘“‘substantial? force, meus-
ured on the seale of our organized miii-
tary strength when war wag declaved,
{But measured on fthe scale of military
leffort on the Westery front, does it de-
serve to be called “substantial®? Is it a
contribution to Allied strength in I'rance
which will tell to any material extent in
the fighting in the first half of 19182
[ Can it be expected to restove the prepon
{ derance on that front which the Frencl
(and British enjoved in 1916 or in 14177
(IF it is not expected to do all this, it is
then only an earnest of future contribu-
tions which may turn the it
nothing else.

Moveover, the assertion that “Loth men
and officers have been additionally and
specially trained and ave ready for active
service” needs gualification, Few Ameri-
cans who have had opportunitiez to study
the progress made in fitting our forees in
France for active service have shared Mr.
Baker’s optiraism. The Tribune has veo-
cently published some striking arvticles by
its representative with the expeditionary
torces, My, Heywood Broun, whieh frankly
deseribe the stute of semi-preparcdness
through whieh our troops: as a whole are
(still passing. Given the facts as to time
land training, how can opr men be as well
[ prepared for first-line fieliting as the Bril-
ish were when they went tnto the fivat line?
!Apart from the question of training, they
are still dependent on the Prench for ord-
[nance and ordnance supplics. We are bor-
| rowing French heavy guns, lield gUnNS, Hu-
tomatic rifles, bombs, airplanes and oas0-
lene. We are getting gas masks from the
| British. We are relying on French labor
behind the lines Ouravmies are not orear-
ized as a self-sustaining unit, nor-can they
be so arganized for some time to come,
When My, Bakev says thalt “arms of the

- Tiie -
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to Them Cease

To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Much is said nowadays about so ar-
ranging things as to prevent all danger apd
posaibility of future wars,” But future wars
cannot be prevented by any p'renenl'. affiyma- ]
tiva means. Wars will ceass when the L‘on-!

]

Rise

ditions which pive rize to wars ccase, snd not
before.
Nor is it best that the danger of any future |
war should be mada impossible, even if it |
could be. TIf the human race could be ahso- |
lutely wuaranteed that war never again would
oceur, such a guarantee would not he bene-
ficial to humanity, The result would he that |
the liwnan rvace at once would begin to de- |
cenerate into s state of imbecility and sayv- |
agery, If the human race were perfect, such |
A guarantee would be well; bat in that e\'en!.i
ne such guarantee would be neccessary, for |
|

|

|

|

war would be impossihle, !

Wars will coase when the causes of war
cease that s, when ecivilization has pro-
gressed to such an extent that men will not |
care to fight and will he willing to scttle their |
differences by peacenble moans. Until that |
Lime arrives it is best that the danger of war

the danger of war lielps to keep humanity on |
its good behavior and to avoid these things
that cause war.

All the agreements and conventions of man |
vannot prevent fulure wars so long as great
mas=es of men ure disposed to resort to foree
Az 4 cure for grievances, supposed or real,

T. YOUNG.

Huntingten, N. Y., Jan. 971618,

“A. G. G.," Then and Now
To the Editor of The Tribune,

Sir: Your roasting of A, G. Gardiner, the
British pacifizst editor, in your to-day’s leader, !
entitled “Heluted Putviots,” is most enter-
taining reading. Not only our British ed-
itors, but alse olir acndemic dons, wha in the

| look back from this angle at the chief ac-
| tions of the war,
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Simi

T Teuton Campaigns in ltal

larities of the Strategy lo That of Preceding German Campaigns of Envelopmeni

Pointed Out by a Writer in the “Frankfurter Zeitung”’
Translated by William L. McPherson

Sines it must be admitted that the ideal
aim of all strategy is the disarthament of
the enemy, and espccially the destruction
of the epemy’s forees in the field, the hat- |
tle won through envelopment, the classical |
form of complete viclory, must serve as a
model in the planning of an entire cam-
paign. How, then, has the strategic idea of
a destructive envelopment heen expressed in |
the nowest campaign--that agminst Ttaly?|
We can get a clearer understanding if we

We saw in T'rance, in the first weeks of
the war, an attempt for the first time in

| military history to develop the Cannme idea

on an enormous: scale. This attempt aimed
al a double epvelopnient; it gave the right
wing a task of unexampled boldness -inelud-
ing the penetration of the French-Belgian
barrier and almost impossible forced marches,
which at last carried the Georman armies
past Paris with an exposed flank. The left
wing took a gshorter but, as was demon-
strated, an impossibly difficult read. This
part of the project could not be fulfilled.
All the same, the high command clung Lo
the first iden—pnvelopment and destruction.
Final suceoss way denied on wall underztood

: v : | reasons, not the least of which was the
old days listened to the lightest whispers ! ; v =
. 2 : temporary :;}xtﬁankmg of Kluek's army.
from Germany as if they were orgcles,| , :

it - B Nevertheless, the strafegical gain of these
are 0w gepn fiving  from pacifists

as from & pestilence, und, like St Peter,
denying that they had ever known them.”
Mr. Gardner accuses Tho Tribune of garh-
ling hia statements and - misvepresenting
his atlitude toward the wuar. Let him be
Judged by hig own words,

I “The Daily News™ of August 1, 1914,
three daya before the war deelaration of
Greal Britain, Mr, Gardiner wrote:

“Tet us make it elear that unless and until
British interests are sttacked we will have no |
part in this world insanity., We can save Fu-
rope from war hy lelling the Czar that he
must fight his ewn battles. T7 the British
goverament does this it will de the greatest

first weeks was of the highest importance.
Holdness and Security

It the succession of single victories won
by Hindenburg in the firsL part of the war |
against Ruskia, which 18 te be considered as
an active defensive againsl superior num-
bers, shows thut Ilindenburg couducted 1o
campaign of envelopment, but only fought '

| and wen single cnveloping battles. that was

due tp nolthing else but the extraordinarily
hampering obstacles which were thrown in
the field marshal’s way by conditions over
which he had no control. The envelonment |

three preceding campaigns are easy to gee,

| Yenice is on an air line

service to humanity in history. 1f it doea not |

do it it will have hrouglht the preatest curse

to humanity in history.”
Mre. Gardiner wax the dupe of German
propayanda, and believed that the Czar

brought on the war, while Germany was inno-
cenl us a lamb. e also tried to keep Eng-

| land weutral that Germany might “get away

with it He was thus an aceomplice of the
ascassination of Belgium, ete.

Mr. Gardiner’s attack on The Tribune only
shows what desperate straits he is in to de-
fend Bimself by sneh denials of his past his-
tory, and he even outdoes Mr. Ridder.

K. S, BUCHANAN,

New York, Jan, 8, 1918,

Close the Churches
To the tditor of The Tribune.
Sir: May 1 be allowed to suggest that the

temporary closing of our churches through-

out the city would help to alleviate much
ol the suffering cunsed by the conl shortage T

| dinst of them are well heated and have con-

{most modern and effective icim.i—-—im:l!.ldin-;.:I

sulerable coal stoved in their cellavs, which
could be sold or given to the poor,

This would mean no economic loss to any
fre, nor spiritual either, as people could
worship in their homes, either in

zroups, or meelings held in heated parson-

ages or homes of members, for did not ocur
Lord say, “Where two or three are gathered
together in my name, theve will 1 he in the
mdst
I¥ wie must close our school, why not
our clurehes, many of which are heated and
Kept aped all the woels, not only for worship
but for business and social mestings, which
could just us well lic |
Surely our church members should be tha
ifrst to =how a spirit of chitity and unselfish-
ness,  Thia mould hiave a tendeney to draw
moare peoble into the churches than all the
sermond preached trom their pulpits.
MINNIE E. RTGuLS,
New York, Jan. & 191%.
Sailing for France
fheve's a song to vou, my dear,
Belorae | suil away
To-morrow shall be yestavduy

And vestorday o=ty

family |

teld somewhere elge |

idea could not muake itz appearance in the
East 'on an eutensive scale until the Cen-
tral Tewers began their attack on Russia
in the spring of 1915. Through the inva-
sion of Russia, which pushed our lefi wing
far to the northern flank of Poland, Hinden-
| burg had created brilliantly favorable con-
iditions for an envelopment In the North,
| while the right wing of the central srmics,
| predestined by the geographieal situation of

merely to march into Moldavia, and through
the Dobrudja inte Wallachia, and the Ru-
manian field army was practically trapped.!
But whoever laoked more clozely would have |
noticed that an invasion of Moldavia through
the mountain wall of the Southern Carpa-
thians was made exceptionally difficult by a
lack of railroad lines and good communica-
tions by road. On the other hand, and this
was not to be discovered from the map, two |
large Rumanian armies were about to march |
into Siebenbuergen. The mountain wall was |
occupied by enemy troops. What happened |
then? The campaign against Rumania began, |
similarly to the Polish campaign, not far
from the hottom of the sack, after the threat
to Bichenbuergen had been abolished by
heavy blows, But if one at the very begin- |
ning had pushed the chief forces in the
Dobrudja across the Danube into Rumanian |
territory, then the Central armies, at the very |
nutset of the Rumanian action, because of-the
serious peril in which at that time the ex-
treme left wing of our Kaztern front found |
itéelf (Brussiloff’s great offensive and the
threatening Rumanian attack), would have,
been thrown around Rumania in an enormous |
bow, which would have been vary risky from
the point of view of the technicalitiea of |
transportation, to say nothing of the great
loss of Lime involved. Accordingly, the Ru-,
manian sack was squeezed out and not closed
at the opening. The high art of our strategy, |
the irresistibleness of our attacks and the |
enormous capacity of the allied (Central) |
troops to make forced marches assured us at |
that time of the destruction of about three- |
fourths of the Rumanian field army. The
clever use of continually renewed flanking
tactics hastened the victory,

The similarity of the strategical condi- |
tiona of the offensive against Ttaly with the
cempaign just pictured and the relationship
of its controlling ideas with the ventures'
which we have just been considering in the

The closing of the Venetian sack and the
trapping of everything inside it seemed to
be as near aceomplishment as any strategi-
cal idea has ever beem. From Tolmino to
only one hundred
and sixty kilometres; from the Tyrolian hor-
der to Venice is only eighty kilometres.
More than that, the bulk of the Italian forces
staod exactly at the bottom of the sack, ready
for an assault on Tricste. If difficulties of |
communication, the most trying experienced
in this war of three and a half vears, had
vlayed no role; if nothing had prevented an
casy and surporisingly rapid march: if it had

| not been the highest duiy, of our leadership

| land, was greatly hindered by the loss of |
| Galtcin and ity cramped position in the Cap- |

| pathian Mountains. How the allied Teutonie
| cemmands, of which Hindenburg at that time
| was only the eommander in chicf of a single
section of the front, found its solution is
vell known. The great Polish bag, through
an irresistible frontal offenzive
drum fire on a big seale), was unset and emp-
tied inside out. The pgreal Partress Land
fell into our hands, and with it an enormous
Leoty, The sulk of the Russian lorees es-
cuped by a hasty rvetreat. Later, when Iin-
denhurg, by strategic comprehengion and
fenerg}- in dealing with the situation, also
! sueceaded in bringing aboul an envelopment

just at the mouth of the sack, and a rreat
| Russian army might have bean trapred ecaunt,
| of Vilna, this brilliantly planned operation

| could not ba carvied through te a decisive
| Suctess because of peneral strategical con-
| siderations. Looking at this Eastern cam-

(the first

| toward the south,

paign as a whole, the Central Powers seemed |

to have preferred, on grounds which we do
not yet understand and cannot judge, the
| safe plan of breaking through at the elos=d
(end of the siek, thereby compelling a crump-
| ing of the enemy’s fronts, to the more vigky
but probably mote profituble attempt, at
least, so Tar as prisopers are eohcerned, at
envelopment on one or both sides.

The Serbian Campaign

Next comes the Serbian campaign. A en-
velopment seemed {o ke possibls only through
the coiiperation of the Bulgarians, sinee com-
munication and trunsport obstacles stood in
the way of an advanee in strength across
the Bosni&n-Herzegot'ia::-ﬁerhiau-'.\lon tenegrin
border, and sipee, alun, u aplitting up of the
then limited number of avajlable divi

3 izions
had to be avoided. After o shieeessinl ado

- practicahle

vaunce of the Central Powers inte Serbig, Bul. |

garia enteved the war. The serbians,

borever kpew thut T coald i l_‘rr'y-' bac}{ i_':giltin-_- toward Alba: ro "me]:;
For all that's in vour fhee. Lty |I,1er11 B g sand threw strong furees
For ll that you and T haye knnwn ;ii:i]: lhgfaf:‘\:lap“;g armvm:;. 0[ mﬂ. Bul-
In muns a faivy place, : i it they oy well defended

For Martime on a sea-blown lune,
For autumn on a hill

_\j.'hcre love would fll a4 golden [

Fu =ip or drain or spill,

But here's o oAz o dou, 1y aear,
tofare | sail Avay

To tell vou that for yesterday
To-nwrrow T can pay.

Lisut., JOHN TEMPLE

GRAVES,
Fort Washington, 3d:

Jr,

FuasL a glance at the ma

mountain positione, they w
out of the bag, which alsg t
open, 5o that at least s pa
Aarmies succeede(
although they suffered severe losges in pear
guard battles dy ring the retreat. The b'orbia-n
army, 23 a whole. was dispozed of, The en-
velopmuent campaign - Canne ond large seale

ere able to (draw
hiz time svas Jeft

. art of the Serbian |
in avoiding envelopment, |

Was a sueccess, though not a tomplete sue- |
ensg,
I fundamental  cuvcess the

campalgn
tof the ex-
Whoever at that time
P must have had a
The Centra) Powers needed

agaiuat Rumania did not fall shor
pedition inta Serbia.

very simple ides;

LR ET e

| sible.

to spare men’s lives as far as possible, and

| If many other considerations had snot inter- |
Austria-Mungary for the envelopment of Po- |

vened of which an army commander seldom
or never speaks —then, of course. one could
perhaps have decided to closs at the neck the
most ideal sack which ha: ever come to
natice in this war,

llasiest, Surest, Cheapest

JJn this case the chief task would have
fallen to the army of Convad. The Central |
allies would have been obliged to use an
additional army as a protection of their flank
toward the swest and southwest, especially
oprinst expected Italian rezerves and an Eng-
lish-Trench vednforcement, ™ they did not
wish to espose themselvos on the Etsch. at
& moment wheit they begzan an envelopment
to a flank attack similar
to that which oreurred in front of T
September, 1914 (inside the sack there
danger of this sort, JYor the armies of Conrad |
ard Krobatin yiere there protected against
outflanking movements by Italian troops).
Consequently, conziderably more troons were
requived, So a quick success, with a deei-
sive penetration on the Tyrolian front, couid
hardly be expeeted (for <he line of frontier
fortresses would have to be disposed of un-
der any conditions, and that sould hardly be
done overnighti, vspecially it Conrad, on
the mareh against Venice, wished to avoid
bringing his & my into peri! from a doubdle-
flanking movemeant Ifrem YVerona and from
‘..'E'.e fortified distriet of Asiago-Primolane),
For all these reasons the Central allies re-
rarded the Isonzo-Tolmina-Fliteh position as
Lh_nl casiest, surest and cheapest position on
which to undertake radical breaking-
through operating. And vet it way eminently

iwhielh waz of especial impor-
tanea) that the atteck shoyld lead directly to
the rear of the Italian armies on the Iso:'*.:'.n:
that it should cluse to tle armies in the
Hountuin distrjet very ouickly cne of their |
two lihes pf communication with :he Ttalian
I

aris in
was no

i

Cthe Taslianieite Val vivoand that it
SO oo supported at the suoment of 253
Ereatest effectiveness tnameiy, ai the imo-

Lot the hurried reireal of the comnlote.
' r

1 + : P

1y beaten Italian armies by attacks out of
the mountains on their fank and ‘n their
rear,

L would then have been eonceivable that
the Ceatral High Commands, after they have
wreecked the entive strategical structyre of
Cadorna by the hlow on the Isonzo, might
have thrown all thair avai
on the Tirel front in
gecoin decisive strole
retreat of the [ialian
the Venetian caeh (in

order,
AnEl
armies
other words, L an

e n the line Verona-Venice!,
to make the catastrophe az coniplete as pos-
But at this point the very serious
technical arguments of which we spoke |

through a
the lines of
caught

lalile Torces over ! ;

above and which we tank nnte Af i the
Rumanian campaign canie
vlay. Tn particular the lLaibach
lach railroad was already heing -
the utmost for purposes of tra port to
the front, and any hlockade in {he delivery
of masses of troops into the Trentino would
have put in question the success of the

ance: moere late

. entire campaign. The attack by Conrad was

therefore ordered only when, aiter the
crossing of the Tagliamento,a dirsct strateg
ical cooperation between the Tyral fropt
and the other armies became possible; and
it happened in this wise that Conrad’s centra

i attacked in a westerly-easterly dircctinn the

fortress line of Asfago and the sugana Val
ley, in order to overcome this chstarle and

| thus create & unified front with the armr of

Below,

The Fortress Line

From this situation results, alip,
lationship of Conrad’s
fary mction; namely, the battles in pursuit
of the Fourth Italian Army withdrawing from
the upper Piave Valley, 1t was concelvabls
that to these troops of Conrad was conflded
t_he tack of cutting at the right momem
tiie line of retraat of the Italians at Fom
z8so. But we do not consider this probas
ble; for however short was the read which
Conrad’s centre had to follow, 1t was a'<g

the res
centre 1o the augil

An exceedingly difficult one, Tt had th-:
f?rtress- zone in front of it (we reea]l Lty
distantly related situation of the left G.rw

man wing in France in the autumn of 191
even If a comparison between the two fortle
fied lines as a whole is not to be thought of),
Moreover, it was scif-understood that the
Italian High Command had already glven
the closest attention to this exceedingly deme
gerous section, of the front and saught ime
mediately, through flank attacks, to hold up
Conrad when he undertook the advance tows=
ard the east. Tt was for the Feurth 1talian
Army (in the upper Piave Valley 1 a great
piece of good fortune that the fortress line
held fart, at least until the bulk of the army,
had passed Feltre and Fonzaso,

When Conrad had  hroken thraugh the
fortified lines the Central alliecs began. on
both eides of ‘he Brenta, from Aziago to
the Piave benl, an asganlt w
forces southward on the flank of the [tslian
armies. which. had azsembled on the wesh
bank of the Piava,

We ean offer in *this article nnthing more
than a sketch of the {ype of the campaign,
#0 far as it is at presciat wunderstandable
and,so far as it is permissible to describe
it. But it seems to us as though each of
the four predecsssors of the ltalian cam»
paign—the advance inte France, the mareh
through Poland, the festruection of the Ser-
bian army end tie overrunniig of Mumanis

exhibits  strategic moments one
must remember in order to leary Lo unders
stand the splendid example of the strategy

ith puwerful

wnieh

of envelopment, en a vast scale, it- Loils
and traps and their unexampled sucoess,
| now being staged. to the astonishment of

the whole world, on the soi]l of Ttuly.

Bulgaria and the Morava Valley

To the Editor of The Tribune.

Siv: We have seen in the pasees that the
Germans have ofered the Allies the botn-
daries of before the war. Theor Lo faith i

shown, however, by the statement dAppearing
in to-day’s papers that Bulearia 1 !l not cive
up - the easterly half of {he Muraa Valley,
claiming that it is Bulgarian territory and
inhabited by Bulgarians, This claim, of
cuuirse, is perfectly aboued, She might a8
vell claim that Paris or London is Rulgarisn
Lecauze {liere may bo a
Journing there,

Now, the hears Yelig! s ‘he
Sorbians call the Sumadia distriet, and next
o the heart of Sephis
un dictrict is t

Bulgarians 80=

ol W hat

the mort truly
hat of the 1

tludes the valley of the

ta couls

bry rose against the Turks and <fyuggled for
Serbian frecdom and in due cour-o attained

it, and Bulzarians were neyor hea
were Unknown, and his
buen formulated inoorder shat
have an excusc, should its

e icla
Gapfmuny
ace offer now

be accepted, for not Curiyi o proper
restoration of Serhia, whicl «)e {1y never
intended, as she me to Lrep 1he Moruva
Valley for the Hop to-Bamdad  railways
therefare, cthe zhie tn claim she
vould not lodd 1ty grive the Bule
atians ¢ tof thelpr eountry which

from the =erh
s Washineton to allew
e 3 o Bulgarish
10 be curried on? llow lengz will
require for us (o realize that the BulgaDe
ians deeeive all who liztén to thom?

But this Bulgarian claim shows where the
Germans have planted the nigeer in the wosds
pile. Yes. thev offer the old frontiers, bub
it wou tall into: Lhe tran af accepting the
ofecr you find that it eannot Lo carrred of
rreat Bulgara will defy Germany ®
on holding the line of the Berlin:to-
(o1 Germany against her wilk
they wonld say: Should the terrible
wat be renewed merely on account of a hittle
Serbian valley which their poor allies the
Bulgars really should be allowed to keep!

T. TILESTON WELLS.

New York, Dec. 29, 1917,
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